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his affairs in Russia, is unable to alter anything
which has been done in his absence, is entangled
in lawsuits, and by complaints laid against him
without number, and because that the regency,
which preserves a good understanding with the
chiefs of the equestrian order, under the guidance
of Howen, reigns with moderation, conformable
to the laws of the land, and brings down benedic-
tions on its administration ; insomuch that the
people, who were ready to revolt because they
were threatened by, and already were suffering,
famine, wish affairs to continue in their present
train. It is to them of little import whether the
government be or be not Russian, if misery be
not entailed on them. There is no possibility of
reversing a system thus stable. Some sixty con-
siderable estates have been granted as fiefs or
farms. All the vacant places have been bestowed
on persons of the greatest influence, abroad and
at home ; so that we may say the party of the
administration of Howen, or of the Russians in
Courland, includes everybody. Several millions
must be expended to counterpoise such a prepon-
derance ; and, if to counterpoise were to vanquish,oborating circumstances, per-
